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Children’s Tea & Etiquette

Brews Good Manners in Young Minds 
PERRYVILLE, Ky. – Dorothea Johnson’s life is dedicated to equipping people with skills so that they might feel comfortable in all social settings. Her former son-in-law, Aerosmith's lead singer Steven Tyler, calls her the "Protocol Police," but granddaughter, actress Liv Tyler, believes strongly in Gramm's advice on manners.  

Johnson, founder of The Protocol School of Washington, has accompanied her famous granddaughter to film sets around the world since the actress was in her mid-teens. Together, they have dined with the most influential people in the world of film. Now the glamorous cover girl-turned-film star is herself a mother of a young son, Milo. 
The arrival of a great-grandson has inspired Johnson to write “Children’s Tea & Etiquette” in which the main characters learn basic manners when they attend a tea party for grandparents and grandchildren. The illustrated children’s book features simple lessons in shaking hands, giving introductions, making eye contact, picking up a napkin, brewing and drinking tea, and writing a thank you note – all the things grandparents can sometimes achieve more easily than parents.

Johnson called upon several friends to help her with this project. Master tea blender John Harney makes a guest appearance in the book as he shares a bit of tea history. Harney, also a grandfather, often regales children with tea stories at The Waldorf-Astoria’s grand afternoon teas in New York City. Niece Ann Noyes contributed the characters and story line. Maine watercolor artist and children’s illustrator Dawn Peterson created the watercolor illustrations. Several afternoon tea recipes and the introduction were supplied by Bruce Richardson, a Kentucky writer and columnist for Fresh Cup magazine.
As Dorothea tells both adults and children, we need to focus on our first impression. Good manners often begin with the handshake. "See the web between your thumb and index finger?" she asks. "In a correct handshake, my web should touch your web. Never extend your hand like a dead fish."  Johnson knows a few things about proper handshaking customs worldwide. She wrote “The Power of Handshaking” in 2004. 

Johnson’s politeness can be seen during her regular guest appearances on the television talk show “Ellen.” She's a gentle Southern lady, the sort all mothers wanted their daughters to be; the charming hostess who says such things as "I always quote Emerson –‘Never tell your friends their faults. They will cure the fault and never forgive you.’" 

If anyone can convince you that etiquette is important to success, it is Dorothea Johnson. What is the most frequent tea faux pax?  “The pinkie finger must never be raised at attention while holding a teacup,” said Johnson. “In London, it draws attention to the fact that you are a tourist.” She adds, "The Europeans can get it right. Why can't we?" 
Perhaps, we could start with our grandchildren over a cup of tea.
Children’s Tea & Etiquette and all Benjamin Press publications are available through our website www.benjaminpress.com, Amazon.com, select bookstores, or by calling 800-765-2139. Images are available at the online press room at www.benjaminpress.com                                            
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 Dorothea Johnson at a glance

Founder and Chair of The Protocol School of Washington® 

President of Dorothea Johnson Productions, Inc. 

Former protocol advisor to The Joint Military Attaché School, Washington, D.C. 

Author of:
The Little Book of Etiquette (Running Press 1997)

Tea & Etiquette (Capital Books 1998) 

The Power of Handshaking (Capital Books 2004)
Children’s Tea & Etiquette (Benjamin Press 2006)
Etiquette Columnist for TeaTime magazine

Consultant for the popular American Girl Library® Oops, The Manners Guide for Girls
Interesting highlights:
Regular guest on the television show Ellen

Grandmother of actress Liv Tyler

Her advice is sought by the editors of Martha Stewart Living magazine for the Dear Martha column, and she is currently quoted in more than fifty books. As a frequent contributor to trade and business publications she ranks as one of the most widely quoted etiquette and protocol experts in the United States.  www.dorotheajohnsoninc.com
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